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AGENDA
  

Monday, 5th May 2008

08:00 Registration and continental breakfast

09:00 WELCOME REMARKS

09:20 OPENING KEYNOTE
Saudi Arabia’s key role on the New Silk Road

09:50 PANEL DISCUSSION
A NEW RELATIONSHIP – THE GEO-POLITICAL BACKGROUND
The New Silk Road, and in particular China’s deepening economic and trade ties with the Gulf, are to a notable extent a
by-product of a search for energy self-sufficiency at a time when the booming economies of China, India and the Middle East are
challenging the dominance of the old financial superpowers – the US, Europe and Japan. What are the key strategic variables in
this new relationship? What are the major factors determining its sustainability? How dependent is the Gulf’s relationship with
China and the rest of Asia on continued Gulf mistrust of the US as an investment location?

10:50 Refreshments

11:15 PANEL DISCUSSION
GULF INVESTMENT IN CHINA – A GROWING PRESENCE
Gulf companies are among the most active foreign investors in China, combining major bets on real estate with acquisitions of 
strategic assets such as ports and refineries. How far can this investment spree go? Why has China taken a much more benign 
position than the US on Gulf acquisitions of strategic assets? Are the opportunities of this crucial section of the New Silk Road 
being fully realised? What about the emerging regions of China and the secondary cities?

12:30 LUNCH

14:00 PANEL DISCUSSION
SAUDI ARABIA’S TRANSFORMATION – THE ROLE OF CHINA
Saudi Arabia is moving rapidly to diversify its economy away from a longstanding dependence on oil and gas revenues. Besides 
its growing external investments, enormous cities, complete with industrial and high technology complexes, are being built from 
scratch in the desert as the kingdom attempts to develop its knowledge economy. What role is China playing in this massive 
development programme and how can these opportunities be maximised? What obstacles need to be overcome?

15:15 Refreshments

15:40 KEYNOTE SESSION – A CHINA-SAUDI DIALOGUE

16:25 PANEL DISCUSSION
MOVING FORWARDS – WHERE NEXT FOR THE CHINA-GULF RELATIONSHIP?
Despite the substantial increase in trade and investment between China and the Gulf, much needs to be done for ties to be
optimised. What are the prospects for this relationship to progress further? Can China and Gulf countries like Saudi Arabia
expect equal access to each other’s economies? Are the cultural differences between the two blocs a big hindrance in the
optimisation of the new Silk Road?

17:25 CLOSING REMARKS

18:30 COCKTAIL RECEPTION

19:30 SUMMIT GALA DINNER

The organiser reserves the right to alter the programme and speakers as may be necessary
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